Possible GPS Lesson Example for an English Class
Lesson Title: Using a Global Positioning System to Understand the Importance of Setting in Novels
Lesson Goals: To help students understand the importance of location and setting in novels by using a GPS unit to locate the different places in the novel they are reading.

Lesson Objectives:
1. Students will be able to identify the importance of setting in novels by creating directions for different locations in the novel they are reading.

2. Students will be able to effectively use a GPS unit to locate important locations in the novel they are reading.

3. Students will be able to apply their knowledge of setting in relation to the use of the GPS unit to provide a written explanation of the importance of the different locations in the novels they are reading.

Materials and Resources: A Global Positioning System and a novel the students are reading. This lesson can be more applicable if the novel has a setting that can apply to the actual world.
Lesson Implementation:

1. Direct Instruction/Modeling:  The teacher will choose a novel that either he/she is reading or the class is reading together and choose discuss with the students what some of the important events of the book are. Then discuss with the students what some of the locations where these important events took place. Discuss with the students why it was that the author chose these settings/locations for each event and why it was important for the characters to be in certain settings for those events to take place. The instructor will then use a GPS unit to map out a route for the different locations where the events took place. The teacher will only do this with about 2-3 important events in the book.

2. Small Group Practice: The students will then get together in groups of 3-5 and map out the rest of the important events in the novel. The will then enter the locations in the GPS unit. The will then fill in the coordinates in the worksheet provided. The will then discuss in their groups the importance of the locations where the events in the book took place. 
3. Class Discussion: The class will then get back together and discuss the locations they mapped out on their GPS and the importance of those locations and setting in relation to the events that took place in the novel. During the discussion the instructor will make sure the students understand the importance of setting in relation to the events of plot and theme represented in novels.

4. Independent Practice: The students will then choose two important events in the novel and write a paragraph explaining the setting and location of those events and why that setting or location was important for that specific event. The students will need to make sure they include the event, the location of the event, and the GPS coordinates of the event in their paragraph. They will also need to make sure that their paragraph is a complete explanation of the importance of the setting in relation to the events represented in the novel. 
Assessment of Objectives:

1. The instructor will be able to assess the students’ ability to identify the importance of setting in novels by listening to the students discussing the importance of location in their small groups.
2. The instructor will be able to assess the students’ ability to effectively use a GPS unit to locate important locations in the novel they are reading by viewing their worksheets that have the coordinates of the locations in the novel they are reading.

3. The instructor will be able to assess the students’ ability to apply their knowledge of setting in relation to the use of the GPS unit to provide a written explanation of the importance of the different locations in the novels they are reading by reading the paragraphs that the students wrote for their independent practice.

Group Worksheet for GPS Coordinates


Find the locations of at least four different events in the novel and find the coordinates for those locations. Before you find the locations of the events write a brief summary of the events you are finding the coordinates for. Once you have found the coordinates enter them into the GPS and map out the route of events that impacted the characters in the novel. Once you have found the route draw a depiction of the route on the back of this assignment sheet.
Four Important Events:


1.


2.


3.


4.

Coordinates of the Events:


1.


2.


3.


4. 

On the back of this sheet draw the route the events took through the novel. If you have some extra time you can also write directions for the route for 5 extra points. 

Independent Practice Paragraph Assignment

Choose two of your favorite events and locations in the novel and write a paragraph explanation of the importance of the events and an explanation of why the location is important for that event. Make sure you include an explanation of the event, the location where that event takes place, and the coordinates for that location. Also make sure that your paragraph is well organized and follows the paragraph structure that we have been practicing all semester. Also make sure that you have two separate paragraphs one for each event. 
