Possible GPS Lesson Example for a Middle School English Class

Lesson Title: Learning Essay Format through Global Positioning Systems (GPS)

Lesson Goals: To learn essay formatting with the idea of an essay set up as a map where students make use of a GPS unit to learn how to format a five paragraph essay.

Lesson Objectives:
1. Students will be able to apply the coordinates on a GPS unit to an essay format by mapping out a formatting plan based on coordinates on a GPS unit.

2. Students will be able to identify the essay as a map of understanding by viewing the points of the essay on the GPS.

Prior Knowledge: The students have a prior knowledge of how a GPS unit works and its function in the world. 
Materials and Resources: The students will need a few GPS units with round trip coordinates entered into the unit. The students will also need an essay map worksheet that they will use to understand how the coordinates on the GPS will work for the organization of their essay.

Lesson Implementation:

1. Review of Prior Knowledge: Students will review what they have learned about essay writing so far. The instructor will ask them questions like:

· What is an essay?

· What does every essay need? (Introduction, thesis, supporting details. Conclusion)
2. DI/Modeling: The instructor will explain to the students that an essay functions as a round trip map to find meaning about a topic. That the introduction functions as the first point in the trip and then each point after that functions as a continuation of the same point. The instructor will have a GPS system with coordinates for a round trip entered into the unit. The instructor will explain to the students what each of the points stands for in the essay and how each point is essential for the reader to get to the next point and that a course without these points for direction the reader would have no idea what they were reading and would be unable to find the meaning of the essay. The instructor will then demonstrate to the students how to plan the best rout to the final meaning of the essay using the different points on the GPS. 

3. Guided Practice/Small Group Practice: The students will then get into small groups and each group will receive a GPS and a GPS worksheet. The students will then enter in the coordinates for different round trip destinations. They will then find and identify the different coordinates along the rout that fit to the different parts of the essay. Through this the students will gain a better understanding about how the essay functions as a map of meaning for the reader.
4. Class Discussion:  The students will then get back together in the larger group and share their different points of the essay and how they mapped their essay based on the coordinates into their GPS. They will then ask any questions they have about the assignment and how it relates to essay writing. 
5. Independent Practice: The students will then complete an independent assignment where they will find the different points in their own essay and create coordinates for their different essential pieces of their destination. The students will then find out how their own essay functions as a map and that each part of their essay is important to finding the way to the end of the essay and the final meaning. 

Assessment of Lesson Objectives:

1. The teacher will be able to assess students’ ability to apply the coordinates on a GPS unit to an essay format by mapping out a formatting plan based on coordinates on a GPS unit by viewing their completed GPS worksheets.
2. The teacher will be able to assess the students’ ability to identify the essay as a map of understanding by viewing the points of the essay on the GPS by seeing how the students applied their GPS coordinates to their own essays. 

GPS Worksheet
Complete the following worksheet using the GPS unit and the different rout coordinates written on the overhead. Map out the different points of your essay and where they fit on your GPS rout.

Rout One:

Introduction: 


Conclusion:


Claim:


Data:


Warrant:


Thesis:

Rout Two:


Introduction:


Claim:


Conclusion:


Data:


Warrant:


Thesis:

Rout Three:


Introduction:


Claim:


Warrant:


Thesis:


Data:


Conclusion:

GPS Independent Assignment

Using your own essay find and indentify the most important points and create your own essay rout for these points. Make sure that your rout includes coordinates and points for the following parts of your essay.


Introduction:


Thesis:


Claim:


Data:


Warrant:


Conclusion:

Feel free to include the coordinates for any other points you think are essential for the reader to find meaning while reading your essay. Keep in mind that each point on your map is necessary for the reader to find meaning in your writing. 
